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Trees and Plants Found in Indiana 

Tuliptree - Liriodendron tulipifera 

Growing to be one of the tallest 
and finest trees in the eastern 
United States, the tulip is our 
Indiana state tree. Although 
sometimes called the “Yellow 
Poplar,” this tree is actually in 
the Magnolia family. The name 
“Tulip Tree” comes from the 
showy blossoms’ resemblance 
to tulips.  The tall straight trunk 
of this tree made it popular 
among pioneers for log cabin 
building.  Today, the easily 
worked wood is used for 
furniture, toys, musical 
instruments and many other 
articles 
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Sycamore - Platanus occidentalis  

 

These trees are found 
abundantly around lakes 
and along many streams. 
The mottled bark (which 
looks sick) is light brown, 
pale green and white on 
top. The leaves vary in 
size, but are always quite 
broad with curving tips. 
Round balls hanging on 
long stems throughout the 
winter are the fruit of this 
tree. 
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White Oak - Quercus alba 

White oak acorns are an 
important source of food for 
many woodland animals, and 
were once ground into a flour 
and used by Native Americans.  
The white oak’s wood is an 
important source of lumber for 
tight barrels, furniture and 
hardwood flooring. The leaves 
of the white oak have rounded 
lobes. 
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Pawpaw - Asimina triloba 

Although tasty and edible, the 
pawpaw’s ripened fruits are 
often difficult to find, since 
they are eaten by many forest 
animals. This small tree forms 
colonies or “pawpaw patches” 
by sprouting new trees from the 
roots of older trees. When 
crushed, the large leaves have a 
strong odor. 
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Sugar Maple -Acer saccharum 

The results of boiling the sugar 
maple’s sap is maple syrup and 
sugar. Colonists learned this use 
from Native Americans.  Each 
tree yields between 5 to 60 
gallons of sap per year, and it 
takes between 30 to 40 gallons 
of sap to make just one gallon 
of syrup. Sugar maple wood is 
often used in furniture 
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Black Walnut - Juglans nigra 

In autumn, you have to be 
quick to gather the fruit of this 
tree before they are eaten by 
squirrels and mice. The leaves 
are 1 to 2 feet long and 
comprised of 13 to 23 narrow 
leaflets. The walnuts, crushed 
stems and leaves have a 
strong spicy smell. A valuable 
lumber tree, the wood is often 
used for fine cabinets and 
gunstocks. 
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Redbud – Cercis Canadensis 

In April and May, the redbud’s 
clusters of bright pink flowers 
add a touch of color to the 
springtime woods. The redbud is 
a small tree, common to the 
understory of our forests. Its 
heart-shaped leaves and 
flattened 
fruit pods make it an easy tree to 
identify. 
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Flowering Dogwood – Cornus florida 

In the springtime, the soft white 
“blossoms” of the flowering 
dogwood add a fringe of white to 
many forest edges.  The leaves 
are opposite and oval in shape. 
The wood is heavy, hard and 
strong, and is used to make items 
such as golf club heads. The 
dogwood’s fruits are bright red 
and arranged in tight clusters. 
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Butterfly Weed –  Asclepias tuberose 

 

Purple Coneflower -  Echinacea purpurea 

 

Nectar only meets part of butterflies' food requirements. Many species lay their eggs only on 
specific plants, and to keep these butterflies in your habitat, one needs to provide larval, or 
caterpillar, food as well. 

Monarchs are common and particularly interesting butterflies. Their migration to Mexico can be 
followed on Monarch Watch (www.monarchwatch.org). Attract them to your yard with their 
specific larval food, any of five kinds of Milkweed: common, showy, swamp, butterfly weed, or 
annual Blood Flower. 

 

 

 

 


